


color is made up of three parts 

hue 
A true color 

Hue is somewhat synonymous to what we usually refer to as 
"colors". Red, green, blue, yellow, and orange 



color is made up of three parts 

value 
The measurement of the brightness of a color.  

The brighter a color is, the higher is its value and 
the more light it emits. 



color is made up of three parts 

saturation 
A color's intensity.  

Saturation is not really a matter of light and dark, but 
rather how pale or strong the color is. 



saturation value hue 

color is made up of three parts 



A color can’t be a color without a hue! 

hue 

I am 
important 



THE COLOR WHEEL?!? 



THE COLOR WHEEL?!? 

Most artist color wheels will have 12 
basic hues on it 



primary 

secondary 

tertiary 



RED 

PRIMARY COLORS: 

YELLOW 

BLUE 













SECONDARY 
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SECONDARY COLORS: 

  
VIOLET 

GREEN  ORANGE    



OK GO 



RED  
AND 

YELLOW  
MAKE WHAT? 





YELLOW  
AND  
BLUE 

 MAKE WHAT? 





BLUE  
AND 
RED   

MAKE WHAT? 





yellow red violet blue green yellow 

Yellow-orange 

orange 

red-orange red-violet blue-violet blue-green Yellow-green 

P P P P S S S 

A primary color plus one of the next closes  
secondary color creates a tertiary color 

TERTIARY COLORS 



TERTIARY COLORS 

red-purple 

 red-orange 

yellow-orange yellow-green 

blue-green 

blue-purple 



primary 

secondary 

tertiary 



Color relationships are set methods of choosing 
colors that relate in some way to each other and 

look good together. 

Color Relationships  
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• Monochromatic  
• Analogous 
• Split-Analogous 
• Complementary 
• Triad 
• Tetrad 
• Neutral 
• Random 

Color Relationships  



Monochromatic: 
the first and simplest color relationship. It uses 
just one color, but different variations and 
shades of that color. 



Monochromatic 



Monochromatic 



Monochromatic 



Analogous: 
two or more colors that sit next to each other 
on the color wheel. 



Analogous 



Analogous 



Analogous 



Analogous: 
two or more colors that sit next to each other 
on the color wheel. 

Split-Analogous: 
Like analogous but every other color 



Split-Analogous 



Split-Analogous 



Split-Analogous 



Complementary: 
always in pairs and directly across from each 
other 

or 



Complementary 



Complementary 



Complementary 



Complementary 



Triad: 
three colors, every fourth color 













Tetrad: 
four colors, every third color 



Tetrad 







Random: 
exactly what you would think 









COLOR IS TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY FROM LOGO DESIGN,  
AND COMIC BOOKS, TO FAST FOOD AND CARS 





The universal color scheme is used to reinforce the 
McDonald's brand. It represents the DNA of the brand and is 
incorporated into every major element and section 
throughout the site. 

#BF0C0C               #FFCC00                  #363636                #929292  
Universal Red       Universal Yellow    Page Title              Intro Text 



CAR MANUFACTURER CHIP BOOKS 


